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Forum on New Aesthetics and Ecological Urbanism

AR “grEZSESETEY (New Aesthetics and Ecological Urbanism) ” R&iSImE
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The Voices of “New Aesthetics and Ecological Urbanism” interviewed Mr. Dihua LI, Yugan DONG and Yun
WANG, who have been striving in landscape architecture and architecture for years, to talk about their decade-
long teaching experience, practical experience, and their opinions on the development of landscape architecture
subject and their understandings and views on new aesthetics. As for the creation, development and practice of
ecological urbanism, we invited experienced Mr. Xiaochuan WANG who has studied domestically and abroad,
and Mr. Gregor ROBERTSON who actively advocates plan of “the World’s Greenest City” as the Mayor of
Vancouver, to define the new thriving theory from a practical point of view. Professor Xudong ZHANG provided
the industry a different point of view to understand and introspect our thoughts and deeds by “across the West
and back to the tradition”, which also impressed the editors. In all, the Voices is colorful and constructive.
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Diversity Fosters the Best

EH: ERAFERSENRIUTEREZIR, THEZEIEZEHERAI,
Yun WANG: Associate Professor of College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture of Peking University; Chief Architect of
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No End to Chinese Gardens Learning
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Yugan DONG: Associate Professor of College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture of Peking University.
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Landscape Architecture Needs Concern of the Time

Committee of Urban Planning Society of China.
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Dihua LI: Vice Dean of Landscape Architecture Graduate School of Peking University, General Secretary of the Urban
Ecology Professional Committee of Ecological Society of China, Member of the Urban Eco-development Professional
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Gregor ROBERTSON: Mayor of Vancouver, Co-Founder of Happy Planet Foods, Named one of Canada’s “Top 40 under 40” by The
Globe and Mail Newspaper, Winner of the Ethics in Action Award 2004.

mHK,

RERET, ERAHR
The Greenest City, the Greener World

CRRITE” DA FHRADAN, B MERRKBR) FIAMEREE “407405 A TRABAL” , KK

LAC: BEFEN(ZEWHTHRERSNE
M) (The Greenest City Quick Start
Recommendations ) RE—&5H A “BRER
#X” ( Greener Communities ) , EHHIEHE
B E. BENANES, RENLAERE
EERE” REET “HNiZEENSR. &
Wi, EEWRUBERAS0%AEH, MRS
EHFUBEERCRIEET80% U E, FAE
BEER A RRRET, BFES R
L B RS (R X EE T SR E IR &2

FRETR: XA @R B 5t 575 K
TEBFEBH A — DA, BRIERMNOETE
e, TRREBEBCHTIEANEREHNHM
BRENAGH, EEEARNENEENKZE
ET, EXUAXHEMNEREGFLR—NMEEKX
Mk, RNEESRAXEDARBEE TE
, EEAE. ERFEFZH, ATRIPHK

80 | Landscape Architecture China

MEFERE, NEBEMNREKTFIERNOETE
B, INNEELESARKIEN. BFE
SBRIBBFBEHEXTEMSESE, &
BRPET BN AEXFNER, XHEH
FARFEERAER LRBET AL
TZz—o MAKBEF LA FEXFHEE
o WARTAMRBEZHADBNBTE,
BB EERESNEERR, BABFHE
BRITRABRGIFES &, RIR—#,
BEFEARTEHORHMEEESNEE,, B
ARHITUFTNELZHNER, BAREMZHY
BRI RIETRT o

LAC: EX A EA R B R B ir#iEE?

FRIETK: BEE85%~0%NEREIIHTT
SO T A G, —LRNEREX T EIALE
T95%, BEEES, BB RETE20205F%

M100%. FAVEEAMTE S, EARMNET
REHNTTHEEAREINRE RN,
HR—NAEFRHE, FEREEMIBR, B
L EAMNMZBA L/ NABEGISKAERT T
HMLHTEFEETEMEX, WLETTE
FBERNEELESM, FANEAREAR.

LAC: E(REWHREEFNIER ) FIRHE
ATAMBITERRAERBEARENERR
g, HFUE-—IAH£BTETR, HMNTH
g, BR—BATEEFE, BE?
FRETR: &

LAC: BABMEA—RBBITEERE, EREER
FENALETERRESE#REL? B, &E
H—BHFREN, ERESEFENILSTE
ReGEMEEAERECEREBET, TRMNE
BEER?
FRETK: BN EEZTSZRFENLER
BRYG, BENARBEHESEHER. SFEE
HER, STREAREZGHBETEERE
X, BRFLEMNEBMECZERENT, B
ERMNZERAAEFLHEBTENZEATN
BTG, AN BAERIE—DTHA
AZRNBTETEERMNE, X&EtET
A B AR, KRG EE NI B
KRB, BINEFREMNIERMY, EdE
MEER, BOGE T Sz BITELE,
HHETHRERL, ABTESFEGRT L&
B, BMNTHBZRGENIIEH#RTHERILRE,

LAC: HFEHITHSIERAWMAZESR?
FmiETK: EXEHE/BATER.

LAC: FEZmK—#F,

FREDR: Wo ARREBFHTEBRLRZTK
BREL, aRBBETERLRFEEEGH
M-, RARKLERKR, MEFENKT

EERERE, PRI T UE10D RN KT E &
VX, XELLFE. LEREE, RUBEE
AtkE. BETERNARELERE, IRRE
RETEX—K891E, BITEMRRERSE—
MEFFENETZE, RBHERREERX
ZEXMERTROTE, HRIEWBERRE
TEHT. REAMAXFEER A MHA1ZEE
EBRETBRE,

LAC: Bz ar 2l I 42
FmiEmK: E%F. RELIER. LEME
B, WRPEZTERRE—RiFE M.

LAC: IR SFER A FHT, BFESEE
ERMENTERS, M MNEREEFEN
TiESMFREE, BLABNAEREXERS
X TR IR N R RESRBEERE XN ?
FmiETK: FNERERFEEETHTER
REBRNEANBE, ESFNRFELRS
ki, BIMEERT MZEHXANRETF .
BMNELTHER LERENMER—IESFER
EN—FMNHRENNE RN A —FREML
FHEeEMRBMENTN. TIAA, T
TEEEERA-—ITREMARNERR
A, STEATEEFREETH MESHTOE
BRI R T T R B HL B U5,

LAC: The Greenest City Quick Start Recommendations
include proposals for a lower carbon-footprint, clean
water and air, abundant parks and green spaces, as
well as other “Greenest City” targets. Vancouver and
Beijing are two of the world’s great cities. Beijing’s
green space coverage is about 50%; in Vancouver, it
is reported as over 80%. We would like to learn more
detailed plans about goals for making the city greener?
Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: Access to green space is
very important for quality of life. We see cities all over
the world striving to improve access and the amount
of green space within walking distance from homes.
It is very challenging with development pressure and
the density of housing to allocate space for parks, but
this is a commitment that we must make for the future
and for our quality of life. In the past Vancouver’s
leaders protected park space throughout the city, and
this makes our city so livable now. We can not stop
and say the work has done. In Vancouver, as we add
more people and improve the environment, we also
have capital investment by developers to create more
park space. Within our land use regulations, we target
portions for green space. | think Vancouver and Beijing
both have chosen to do more towers and more vertical
developments to protect green space on the ground.

LAC: How much the greening rate goal you want to
achieve?
Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: The rate of public green

space within 5 minutes' walk of residential homes in
Vancouver is around 85%~90%, in some European
countries it is 95% or even higher. Our goal by 2020 is
to get to 100%, which means everyone will be within
5 minutes' walk of a green space. We are working out
how to fully define green space, because everyone is
already within walking distance of one tree or a piece
of grass, but that is not considered access to nature.
Our team is using GIS mapping to identify the gaps
and where we need to allocate natural green spaces so
everyone has access.

LAC: The Greenest City Quick Start Recommendations
also include making streets safer for pedestrians and
cyclists and creating a public bike-sharing program.
You are a cyclist, are not you?

Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: Yes.

LAC: As a cyclist, what is your view on the role of
cycling as a means of public transportation? And as a
decision-maker, do you think Vancouver’s pedestrian
and cycling conditions are satisfactory, or do things still
require improvement?

Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: Our basic infrastructure
is improving, but it is not yet good enough to attract
people of all ages and abilities. Our current network
is fine for me and for people who are experienced
riders, but we do not see many children or elders
riding bicycles. Our goal is to create a bicycle network
that serves people from ages 8 to 80. It is a goal used
by many cities now to ensure that everyone feels safe
and secure riding bikes. We have a lot of work to do.
We have made big progress over the last two years
in creating separate bike lanes, and improving road
surfaces and facilities. We are improving the system
very quickly.

LAC: We would also like to know how do you get
around ordinarily?
Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: Mostly on my bike.
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LAC: Like the Mayor in London.

Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: Yes. | think more than
the mayor in London does. London is more challenging
for cyclists than Vancouver because it is a bigger city.
Vancouver is a compact city: | can ride from my home
to the business district in 10 minutes. Cycling is faster
than cars, or trams, or taxis. It is very direct and close,
so it is very convenient when you are confident. And I
hope everyone can feel that sense of comfort, and be
able to choose it. Right now sometimes people do not
choose bicycles because they do not feel safe.

LAC: Have you ever been Guangzhou before?

Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: No. | have been to
Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. This will be my first
time going to Guangzhou.

LAC: Guangzhou is the Sister City of Vancouver, and
you had successfully held the Winter Olympic Games,
while Guangzhou is the host of the coming Asian
Games this year, so what are the significances do
you think holding these important events to the cities’
development of green infrastructure?

Mayor Gregor ROBERTSON: Huge global events
are a big responsibility but also a big opportunity
to create better infrastructure. For the 2010 Winter
Olympic Games, Vancouver built rapid trams lines
from the airport to downtown. We built the greenest
neighborhood in the world, the Olympic Village,
and used the Olympic as a tool to invest in green
infrastructure. I think Guangzhou hosting the Asian
Games is a big opportunity for the city to showcase
itself. 1 am very interested to see what changes and
investments have been made to enhance the city for
the Games. B
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