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Wk WL, . XUESHRWNHREESHEHRERE, —F— Chengtoushan cultural relics: History, culture and gorgeous country complement
], —E—K, #BEHREFALHERNEE, REXLEHENSWTT each other; every inch of the earth and every plant tells a story of yesterday.
R, MPRKRBNERRD, BEFE—K, EREFANB. INEH Landscape is a compellation of these stories, like book pages soaked in the mud.
#, MATIREEEENXFHIERE, EXE, FHZENEIRITER The archaeologist and landscape designer have the same object and goal: read
T— MRS EERN. @iEKH, BEFEHAKREEN—3S the land, explain the history and explore its meanings — the social, cultural,
B9, KR, BRAS, IISEEA. R EHEREL TN A, material and spiritual. This aerial image was taken before the landscape programs.
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/A Thorough Reading of the Land

Chief Editor / Kongjian YU

I went to Chengtoushan with an infinite longing and
expectation, to survey the land and undertake a landscape
design for the Li County government. The Chengtoushan
cultural relics date back 6,000 years and are considered
amongst the oldest and the best preserved ancient city in China
with rich cultural heritage. I have long wanted to visit this
place. Aerial photos show it as a colorful island, with fields of
interweaving trials with paddy fields and dry farming field. It
is surrounded by an elevated dike and sorrounded by outside
water. This wonderland enables unlimited fantasy.

I was filled with disappointment when I arrived at the
site. The view in front of me was shocking: an avenue as a
landscape axis is 4 km long with six lanes of traffic that could
compete with Champs-Elysees. Colorful flowers and aligned
ginkgos had been planted on both sides of the avenue, and a
giant museum and a huge reception center were undergoing
final decoration. The total investment was in the hundreds of
millions. There were tablets carved with inscriptions by the
central government leaders, intentionally framed by affectedly
naturalized landscapes of bridges, creeks, stones and plants. As
I traveled around the site by car, the relics of the ancient city
emerged in the midst of the construction. The original paddy
fields that could be seen in the aerial photos had been bulldozed
to create a lake and hill. The historic agricultural landscape had
been replaced by a landscape of stones and walking bridges. A
granite road for electric bikes now circled the city.

In the past 6,000 years local farmers never destroyed the
relics of the city for the purpose of survival. Today, the farmers
and their residence have been relocated under the name of
conformity. The paddy field was changed to ornamental flowers
and trees leaving an eternal scar on this national treasure.
Ironically, these actions have been carried out with the state
financial allocation for preservation, environmental protection
and tourism. Perhaps the most mournful part of this story is
that it is happening to hundreds of relic sites.

It is time to stop. These absurd landscape improvement
projects on top of archeological relics must stop. These
ignorant landscape and plaza projects on the land of
agricultural and ancestral legacies must stop. The groundless
pseudo-reconstruction of ancient buildings must stop. Farmer
relocations under the guise of preservation and archeological
recovery must stop.

Archaeology is the study of human activity in the past

through the recovery and analysis of the material culture

and environmental data that has been left behind, including
artifacts, architecture and cultural landscapes. The landscape
itself is human activity branded on the land. It is a reflection
of human society, our values and life. We should bear respect
to every inch of land, we should sweep off the dust, reveal the
histories of the relationship between object and surrounding, in
a rigorous, archaeological way. Every inch of land is potentially
a rich museum, a human cultural space of the common human
experience (personal communication with museum expert
Gail Lord in 2014). Landscape Architecture is therefore
considered as a part of the field of Archaeology, or, the realm
of Archaeology could be understood as a part of the territory of
Landscape Architecture. The two disciplines are intertwined,
with one telling us the meaning of the land, the other how to
interpret and experience the land.

1 do not want to imply that creative design is forbidden on
archaeological sites. But, the current practice of pretentious
naturalistic landscape design and grandiose gardens brings
irrevocable damage to the relics and environment. If these
landscape gardens were flooded and became another
layer to the relics that would make us a laughingstock of
future generations because of our vulgarity and ignorance.
Environmental interpretation is the best method of landscape
design in archaeologically sensitive sites. However, the way of
preserving a site at all costs, completely relocating farmers and
destroying their villages, and recovering the ancient landscape
to a certain era is meaningless and impossible. Complete
landscape restoration would be a betrayal to the original
intention of revealing the site’s layered history.

Hope is not completely ruined. More and more local
leaders have realized the absurdity of the above practices. They
have realized that grandiose landscapes are incompatible with
the themes of archaeological relics; they will not add aesthetic
value or increase tourism revenue. The design and protection
of these landscapes will be arduous and complicated, we
need to restore the productive farmlands and wetlands. But
the conundrum is why are we still doing these while feeling
contrite now (Translated by Xiao WU, Proofread by Sara
JACOBS).

In Xixinan, Huizhou
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