


EDITORIAL
FRFIE

https://doi.org/10.15302/J-LAF-20180101

BtiE 201046383H Him =mETHAE RE @R

RENEL RS A A RREETT, THARE, DU sk w4
AR, DUREOARANE 7 AMELUEAE B2 RRIRS 50, AR DINURAL R A7 1 &
1 T SCHT I ARG Z 1T, AEEE AR AN H 8 97 1F AR =k 5 i 3 TR BaE T,
PR ATHI SR L A AR TS a8 RS DU AHAIE (W2 808 i ) RO E
M, X —HREELE TR F A BE T SCIFFF K, JaT 6l 593H 2k 32 L ir §: 230
(9 A B A OB, AR S5 s 77 1) T M A ATL 2 e ok b Bk 2B S TR 1 ke S A 0 72
R0, AR ERIE A TCIEM AL, AR AMERATE S ( S A2 W) 46
RerE T A B B

Date March 3,2010 Location Yuanyang County, Yunnan Province Photographer Kongjian Yu

Local peasants have created unbelievably magnificent terraced landscapes using simple
tools through cultivation, self-sufficiency, water conservation, and awe for the God

of Earth. Before large machinery became the standard for industrial civilizations, the
landscape had been shaped using only simple tools and had lasted for over thousands
of years. This was benefited from simple technologies that maintained a harmonious
relationship with the land, even if it was forced to. Industrial civilization, however,
has created an antagonistic relationship between humans and land, brought about by
consumerism. The excessive use of industrial machinery has also caused irreversible
harm to the land. If these conditions are not changed, the landscape — an objective

presentation of subjective thinking — will surely move beyond redemption.
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ON THINKING
GLOBALLY AND
ACTING LOCALLY

CHIEF EDITOR Kongjian YU
TRANSLATED BY Sara JACOBS Angus ZHANG

If all dwellers in Beijing blew to the same direction at once, would the haze be reduced? Will the earth
quake if 1.3 billion Chinese people jump from their chairs at the same time? We can laugh these off as
jokes, but they raise serious spatial and scalar questions. If everyone were to walk, bicycle, or use public
transportation, or if heating costs in winter were reduced and natural ventilation replaced air-conditioning
in the summer, one-third of global energy consumption could be saved. Moreover, if everyone treasures
food, one-third of the cultivated land could be saved for improving the landscape. We could continue to
imagine similar examples: if rainwater could be collected and used at the home or community level, if
sewage could be converted into fertilizer, and if fertilizer could be more fully absorbed into soil instead

of being drained into river, our land and our earth would be much more sustainable and beautiful!

I have been inspired by the living habits of anteaters found mainly in Central and South America. As they
hunt for ants, they carefully claw open ant hills or eat part of the moving ants, taking care not to damage
the ant hills or destroying their food source. Humans also have this instinct for care, but uncontrollable
individual and community desires destroy this approach. The earth will finally be destroyed by humans,
and the technologies invented by humans — from hoes in the farming age to machines and atomic
bombs in the industrial age, then to the powerful internet in the information age — might accelerate this

destruction.

Fortunately, care is still embodied in ethical, regulatory, and aesthetic decisions that can inhibit humans
from endless destruction through global thinking and local practice (or individual action), which could
only be realized in highly civilized societies. Global thinking refers to the objective and comprehensive
understanding of the real world and concerns on global issues, such as climate change, water scarcity,
declining biodiversity, energy over-consumption, and food shortages. These issues concern the
sustainability of all humans, but this global understanding is formed through local practices influenced
by environmental and ecological ethics, protections, and ecological aesthetics. Through local practice,
people’s daily environmental efforts, such as green commuting, reduced heating and cooling, water
reuse, and advocating natural and local species in landscape instead of pursuing costly exotic ones, will

start to effect change at a global scale.

China’s national vision of an ecological civilization and Beautiful China (or Beautiful Planet) is an
example of global thinking that represents the highest civilization and scientific achievements of
mankind and could only be enacted with proper values, rather than relying on more and more advanced

technology.





