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Date December 7,2018 Location Bamei Village, Yunnan Province Photographer Yu Kongjian

Bamei, Yunnan is probably the last remaining “Peach Blossom Spring” in China, where
rich fields and beautiful ponds are surrounded by mountains accessed only by boat,
and people there live in peace and contentment. Although this is its reputation, when I
last visited, it had changed beyond recognition. The reason may be that interest-driven
developers and engineering companies have pursued local development, erasing so-called
“economic benefits.” The pursuit of economic interests alone should not be blamed.
Rather, understanding ecology and beauty together is the guarantee of further and

greater economic benefits.



“FIKS L
Mz LR
H9ZiE

=R BIfLIR
B O RS K

TAERTHIETT, TEMEMH. e E, =K A—RWENTERE R, IR
EFFERY . WERILKNEE, 223000, EEA e o “Ed RS
AEAFET . 7 EAHSRWMATE . ERE) PRI, s T EAQM R —R
L (LT =RELFIFRAWEI) o RRSeEEdefogd, T19214:11 5 29H7ERM
B/ NEE BT R & B R, SCPiR, SLEI=REAPIRRE, —=2
CENEE, RERE, EEZREL, EAANTREIRAE" Y B-g N R RET,
“EERARAZME . TR, SRl BRI —8mie, TERgs, it
B, TTHRELOIE R, M5R0, ARz, TakEE2ER, TRk
AR, ATRARERI T o AN A Z JBRE, TR Tk, ARTHT AR R Z @SRk, mTEL
B, WLASSE, wrDUEM R FERE, WLME A& A o B A AT DLgE KT 1T — 1,
BOE T, ERAT. WEUNENENEZAL, ZEEY, BN, HhE S
o 7 AN AR IR Y R M R TR TR 20, IRER . KA —REASD
SPBEOERE O TR RELERE S THEE ISR, AMTSRT “alidi
™ e . AR, A JENIIRIEFTE AN A S SO ILERE , B0 MO IR A K
St G, MR EEE RS HANARN Bt Z BT, LRI E 5
KA ANEY L, AT EREF LGP S “GoRE " B RN iRl
e BrEA, A Sem RHAARUEIIR 2R R, RAVEE “SolcF bR Slil” g, =
RIE R Ty BN LIRS R

“GoRF RSl R ASEHE SRS MEA T, R AR EE . HNER
HRESRESEMN ., £EFE, BHEIR, TRERF ., 548, 2525 kE5E
AR FM S M EC R

MHEPERIBACIE A R A, A SERY B SERETIORIE T N RS WA A S R S P i 256
wL. plian, A - PRE/REHY RO ) DA ZP84E - O - URiIRY CriEatt) iR
TAKTCIE R SN A EAARS:, X M AMASERIRL:, SOAKIET AN — MR
AAFEs, XA BAHEMBRATNE L

EE%ERENEGABINA, R8T, £255%., & RE5EIHAIU 25—kt
SHET, FHAAT R, BRESE, AR BEMRRRER S, XE2
B AL E R EHESTENPFOIRME, B2 R EmsEs. AR, Ea. Ml SEE—m
F, ARERIHRCLE SRR, semst@Rfnd SR, Wttt E2rrss
o SR, #HBRESTATR R S M T RER TR, A2l EsHE T2,

Y —REARPCIRIRETRI, T EET, BS WA B SENS—EITG
AT Re— HE e EA U AT . NSRRI AR o B e PRIk, Xt m b



BRSO EA S RGN ER WA K, FERXFNHIT, A AR TG AR A T
to Zib, NEMENEN 2RI ETFTANE BB AL, X SECT AT H 27 1 E
thy IR R IMAESEETRIR, AE5ENDE, UNEREETZ
IS AR AYHLH, (2 T SO AR &2 LAGH T TN TRRITE R, e s B SO
HT,

R T5 B AP ERANIBEEGORE I HEH, IRASTXANE d TRz, M EW
RSN BB A R A TLRE . y5 3¢, AR FOE IR “SokF It Sl 2xf
TAVSCH R E R R SRS . BEORINTA A SR SRS FRERARI A 50N
AEEGE, M REN SR RHNE, RGNS EESMANL, W5 S 2
4y, MR ARESET RS RS, B SIIA S RAESREMSH KKK
NS “GUrE 2" AESRS EZ AR AMNET L5, RSB B AT 1
o MBCENSSELLBA R, ALIEH 28R, g 3Ueiis, HEARNES
HHEARRE L B, el “SokEF gt il fovBse, Amrird: H—,
ERAH, DS MESR AEAREI A — Mk, JiIaRRAHERES, 2 H
RRME SRR GRS, EWE; K, SLESTsh, ARSI A A AL A EW
R EER T SO B IR, EMEARSEA, GG RN AW EN, XE2
HAEBE IR DT o



THE LOGIC OF
“LUCID WATERS AND
LUSH MOUNTAINS
ARE INVALUABLE
ASSETS”

CHIEFEDITOR YU Kongjian
TRANSLATED BY Sara JACOBS Angus ZHANG

During the Spring Festival ten years ago, the three families — Pang Wei, Li Dihua and myself —
drove along the Duliujiang River from Guilin, Guangxi, to Changsha, Hu’nan. The beautiful scenery
and the gorgeous local culture along the way made us feel like it was the “Peach Blossom Spring.”
“In a few years, all of this will no longer exist.” Pang Wei whispered to me. When we were passing
through Yangshuo, Guangxi, I read a beautiful article, Implementing the Three People’s Principles
and Developing Resources of Yangshuo, by the founding father of our nation, Mr. Sun Yat-sen. It was
Mr. Sun’s speech at the Yangshuo County Higher Elementary School on November 29, 1921 on his
way of the Northern Expedition. The article pointed out that there are two ways to realize the Three
People’s Principles. One is “to popularize education, advocate science, and propagandize the Three

» Wand the other is

People’s Principles, so that everyone knows the country belongs to the people,
to develop the economy, “revitalizing industries is an effective way to help people to build wealth.
For example, Yangshuo County, it is surrounded by mountains with vast expanses of fertile lands,
and those without knowledge of this place consider that it is barren land and difficult to manage.
They do not know how the mountains were formed by the accumulated limestone layers, from which
lime and cement could be burned. Lime is a type of agricultural fertilizer, as well as an industrial
product — cement is a chemical invention that can be used for building roads, river embankments,
and high-rise buildings, or making rockeries. Each carrying pole of limestone makes a bucket of
cement, which weighs 200 kilograms and is worth six Silver Yuan. People may have thought that the
stone mountains of Yangshuo to be waste dumps and infertile, but in my view, this place is covered
by gold!” Sun’s strategies enlightened and saved a nation in danger at that time. His first proposal,
even today, is inspiring, but the second recognizes “invaluable assets” needed for development.
Obviously, the booming tourism industry and the popularity of Ecological Civilization today suggest
that the burning of limestone into cement is not the best way of enriching the country and people. In
Sun’s time, the waters and mountains of China were regarded as resources to be used. However, now
we must break with short-term interests and understand the waters and mountains to be “invaluable

assets” to the sustainable development of China, as well as the world.

The idea that “lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets” is a return to human aesthetics
and values and a return to human nature. It shares the same internal logic that exists between
ecosystem and landscape, ecology and aesthetics, aesthetics and art, art and economy, economy and

ecology, and ecosystem services and natural resources, etc.

Based on theories of materialism and evolutionism, human’s aesthetic ability comes from our
experience with the earth’s landscape and ecosystem. Jay Appleton’s The Experience of Landscape
and Edward O. Wilson’s Biophilia reveal that the aesthetic experience of a landscape and of an
individual derives from the human experience, which is closely tied with one’s aesthetics and

emotional development.

In the traditional farming era, ecology and economy, ecology and aesthetics, and abundance and
aesthetics were unified. Thus, there arose a type of beauty called Peach Blossom Spring, where there

were flat and wide lands with well-arranged houses, rich fields, beautiful ponds, mulberries, and



bamboos. This was once the standard for economic prosperity, social harmony, and the beautiful
scenery of poetry. Here, ecology, abundance, harmony, and beauty were the same. When people
created ecological systems, they were designing a healthy ecosystem and beautiful forms. However,
with modern economics, the economy is the baseline, the gross domestic product (GDP) is the

baseline, and transactions and currencies are the baselines.

When the first can of coke was brought to the Peach Blossom Spring, the unification of ecology,
abundance, harmony, and beauty was broken. Human desire for ownership infinitely expands by
means of technology and power. Economic pursuits make landscapes and ecosystems exploited
resources. Limestone mountains become nothing more than limestone mines. Art created for
aesthetics and technology created for economics are divorcing that leads to the hollowness and
hypocrisy of the former and the ugliness and pollution of the latter. The separation of ecology and
economy, the isolation of ecology and aesthetics, and the distortion between art and economy are the
side effects left by Industrial Civilization and capitalist economy. They would be reformed in the era

of Ecological Civilization.

If alleviating poverty has been used as a reason to destroy the lucid waters and lush mountains, this is
no longer true. Aesthetic defeats are the root of today’s ugliness, pollution, and barren lands. The idea
that “lucid waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets” is a call for revolution. We must use the
standards of ecosystem services to understand and evaluate landscapes and ecosystems. Ecosystem
services link society and nature, cities and villages. It is also a measurement of the ecological
economy today that can be used to connect “underdeveloped areas” with rich ecosystem services

and “economically abundance areas” that lack in ecological services. The desire for possession is
human nature but how possession is celebrated matters cultural concepts that are defined by different
societies. There are two methods for making “lucid waters and lush mountains” a reality. First,
through universal education every member of society can recognize that human beings only have one
earth; having a healthy planetary ecology and enjoying the ecosystem services provided by nature is a
supreme wealth. Second, practice and action through ideas of Ecological Civilization and ecological
beauty can protect and repair destroyed homelands, reconcile art and technology, and create a healthy

ecology and a lush beauty, which is the core task of contemporary Landscape Architecture.
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